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February 14, 2001 FCC MAIL ROOM

CERTIFIED MAIL RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Federal Communications Commission
Office of the Secretary

445 — 12 Street SW, Room TW-A325
Washington, DC 20554

LETTER OF APPEAL (PY3)

Re: CC Docket Nos. 9645 and 97-21,
Billed Entity: Elmont Public Library
1735 Hempstead Tumpike
Elmont, NY 11003-1896
Form 471:  Application Number 199353
Billed Entity Number 123773
Funding Request Number 434574

On April 17, 2000 our library sent a Letter of Appeal to the Universal Service Administration,
School and Libraries Division (see copy attached, Form #1). The appeal letter was very brief
and simple. Our funding request was for Internet access and not internal connections, which is
not funded, and was denied. We feel someane reviewing the forms made a simple mistake.

On February 1, 2001 the Universal Service Administration sent a decision on our appeal. That
decision was “denied in full” (see copy attached, Form #2). The reason for denial was that aur
request indicated a “ane-time charge that included the purchase and maintenance of a CISCO
1601 Router.” That reason was not our intent. On page 4 of 6 of our application (see Form #3
attached), the equipment (one-time charges) costs $4,978.00 was listed as 100% ineligible
(Line G). Line Kis clearly a mistake. The application is far use of a T1 Line (Internet access)
for a total cost of $17,088 (Line E), Commitment Request of $9,569.28. Our application never
intended to be funding for internal connections; it was always for Internet access, typical of
pervious years’ funding.

Our library serves a population of 44,000; our patrons constantly use the twenty computers
that access the Internet. The library's application is checked for Internet access as the
Category of Service. It also reflects the equipment charges as 100% ineligible. We are hoping
that you give careful consideration to our appeal and realize that our application is for Internet

access (T1 service), which is being funded.
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Federal Communications Commission
Page 2
February 14, 2001

If you need any additional information please call me. Thank you in advance for your concern
in this matter.

truly,

| 'L(d/:—“

Frank Marino
Business Manager

FM/mg
Attachments (3)



LMONT PUBLIC LIBRARY

1735 HEMPSTEAD TURNPIKE - ELMONT, NEW YORK 11003-1896 - TEL (516) 354-5280 - FAX (516) 354-3276

Fo@m# 1

“April 17, 2000

Letter of Appeal, Schools and Libraries Division
Box 125, Correspondence Unit

80 South Jefferson Road

Whippany, NJ 07981

LETTER OF APPEAL (PY3)

Billed Entity: Elmont Public Library

Address: 1735 Hempstead Tumpike, Elmont, NY 11003-18%6
Telephone: (516) 354-5280

Fax: (516) 354-3276

E-Mait: fmarino@epl.lib.ny. us

Contact Person: Frank Marino

Form 471.  Application Number 198353
Billed Entity Number 123773
Funding Request Number 434574

Enclosed please find a copy of our funding commitment report indicating "a service discount

will not be funded" and the funding commitment decision explanation is "funding cap will not
provide for internal connections less than 81% discount to be funded.”

REASON FOR APPEAL

The library's Form 471 Block 5 Discount Funding Request (copy attached) is for "Internet
Access," not internal connections. Internet Access, if received during the filing window, is
being funded. The Elmont Public Library did file in the window period and requested funding
for Internet access. The requestis for a T1 Internet access line which is reflected in the
NYSERNET Agreement (copy attached). This request is not for any internal connections.
Please review the enclosed information. If you need any further information please call me.
Thane( you in advance for your concern in this matter.

urs truly

arino
Busmess Manager

FM/mg
Enclosures {3)




FUNDING COMMITMENT REFORT

Form 471 Applicaticn Nunmter: 199353

Funding Reguest Number: 4343573 Funding Status: Not Funded
SPIN: 1430C4517 Serv:.ce Provider Name: Nysernet.Org, Inc.
Conzract Number: 1157.248274

Services Orcdered: Internal Connections

Farliest Possible EZffective Date of Discount: 07/01/2000

Contract Ixpiratz:cn Date: C6/30/2001

Site Identifier: 123773

8illing Account Nunter: NOT PROVIDED

Pre-Discount Amount: $17,088.00

Discount Percentage Approved by the SLD: N/A

Funding Commitment Dec:.sion: $0.00 - Srvc/Discnt will not ke funded
Funding Commitnent Decision Explanation: fFunding cap will not prov:2de for iInternal
Conneccions less than B8ly discount to be funcded. Please see
Www.SL.UNIVERSALSEZRVICZ.0ORG What's New Area for further deta:ils.

FCDL/Schocols and Lizcraries Division/USacC Page S of 5 04/14/2C00




= Universal Service Administrative Company
Schools & Libraries Division

Administrator’s Decision on Appeal - Funding Year 2000-2001

February 1, 2001

Frank Marino

Elmont Public Library
1735 Hempstead Turnpike
Elmont, NY 11003-1896

Re:  Billed Entity Number: 123773
471 Application Number: 199353
Funding Request Number(s): 434574
Your Correspondence Dated:  April 17, 2000

After thorough review and investigation of all relevant facts, the Schools and Libraries
Division (“SLD”) of the Universal Service Administrative Company (“USAC”) has made
its decision in regard to your appeal of SLD’s Year Three Funding Commitment Decision
for the Application Number indicated above. This letter explains the basis of SLD’s
decision. The date of this letter begins the 30-day time period for appealing this decision
to the Federal Communications Commission (“FCC”). If your letter of appeal included
more than one Application Number, please note that for each application for which an
appeal is submitted, a separate letter is sent.

Funding Request Number: 434574
Decision on Appeal: " Denied in full

Explanation:

» Your appeal claims that the category of service for this request should be internet
access, and not internal connections as determined by the SLD. Upon further review
of your appeal, your request included a one-time charge that included the purchase
and maintenance of a Cisco 1601 Router. According to program rules the purchase
and maintenance of applicant owned equipment, such as a router, must be classified
in the internal connections service bucket.

 Since your Form 471 included some internal connections services, as listed above,
within your Block 5 request for priority one services, your Form 471 request has been
recategorized as a request for internal connections services. For Funding Year Three,
there are not sufficient funds to provide internal connections discounts to applicants

Box 125 - Correspondence Unit, 80 South Jefferson Road, Whippany, New Jersey 07981
Visit us online at: http://www.sl.universalservice.org




below 82%. On your Form 471 you indicated that the library was eligible for a 56%
shared discount rate.

e FCC rules require that where demand for funding exceeds available support, first
priority be given to requests for telecommunications services and Internet access. See
47 C.F.R. §54.507(g)(1)(i). FCC rules further require that requests for internal
connections be given second priority, and be funded only if funds remain after
support has been provided for telecommunications and Internet access through all
discount levels in a funding ycar. See 47 C.F.R. § 54.507(g)(1)(ii). Where demand
for discounts for internal connections exceeds available support, FCC rules require
funding be awarded first to applicants eligible for a ninety percent discount level, and
then at each descending single discount percentage until funds are depleted. See 47
C.F.R. § 54.507(g)(1)(1i1). Program procedures further require that funding requests
for telecommunications/Internet access services that include internal connections
services be recategorized as internal connections scrvices to prevent priority two
services (internal connections) being treated as priority one services
(telecommunications and Internet access services) for funding decisions.
Consequently, SLD denies your appeal because there is insufficient funding for
Funding Year Three to support this request for internal connections.

If you believe there is a basis for further examination of your application, you may file an
appeal with the Federal Communications Commission, Office of the Secretary, 445 12"
Street, SW, Room TW-A325, Washington, DC 20554. Please reference CC Docket Nos.
96-45 and 97-21 on the first page of your appeal. Before preparing and submitting your
appeal, please be sure to review the FCC rules concerning the filing of an appeal of an
Administrator’s Decision, which are posted on the website at <www.universalservice.org>.
You must file your appeal with the FCC no later than 30 days from the date on this
letter for your appeal to be filed in a timely fashion.

We thank you for your continued support, patience, and cooperation during the appeal

process.

Schools and Libraries Division
Universal Service Administrative Company

Box 125 — Correspondence Unit. 80 South Jefferson Road. Whippany, New Jersey 07981
Visit us online at: http:/fwww_sl.universalservice.org
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